September 1, 2010

Dear Fellow Hunters,

As the weather is cooling we can only help but think about the not-so-far away hunting season. We are about one month out from our Opening Meet and Blessing of the Hounds which will take place at ten AM on October 2 at J & S Sporthorses. I hope to see all of you there so that you can see our new hounds and join me in celebrating the beginning of what is shaping up to be a great season!

We have been hard at work this summer, making improvements on the kennel, adding jumps to our hunt country, walking out the hounds, and of course recruiting some new hounds! My new whipper-in, Lia Nagle, spent two weeks on the east coast with the Red Mountain Hounds of Rougemont, North Carolina and brought back five Penn-Marydel hounds and 6 couple of Beth Blackwell’s crossbred hounds. We are very much looking forward to what these hounds will add to our pack.

In addition to this, we are currently making plans with Master Paul DeLaney of the Grand Canyon Hounds to have a joint meet in October. We are planning to host Mr. DeLaney, and his huntsman Peter Wilson and their hounds for two to three days of great hunting. and hope that you will also plan to join us for this great experience. The tentative plan is to have Grand Canyon join us for our Opening Meet, and then hunt their hounds the following day. This is shaping up to be a great opportunity for all of us, as Peter Wilson is a highly respected huntsman, and[image: image1.png]e State gy,



 MFH Paul DeLaney has great experience all across the country. 

With the new hounds added to our pack we are now eligible for registration with the Masters of Foxhounds Association. This is a vital step in our development as a new hunt, and we will join the other huntsin the U.S. and Canada that are registered or recognized with the MFHA. One of the steps required for registration is that all of our members join the MFHA. As a fox hunter, it is important to become familiar with this great association and join them to help conserve and promote the legacy of this sport. Please take the time to explore their website at www.mfha.org and become an annual member. 

This season we will be hunting on Wednesday and Saturday through March, weather permitting of course. Wednesday’s will be informal, and Lia will be hunting the hounds while I am teaching. On Saturday I will be hunting the hounds, and this will be our formal day. You are, of course, welcome to join us as much as possible, but please remember to call beforehand in case of inclement Montana weather. 

Lastly, I hope to see you in October for the celebration of our new season. Lia, Caroline Bielser and I have worked hard all summer on getting the pack to be more obedient and ready for hunting this fall. I think everyone will be very impressed with how far we have come in a few short months, and we all are looking forward to continue this great experience that is quickly taking shape!

Sincerely,
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